














536 AN EPISODE QF THE REBELLION,

returned to the regiment at Cincinnati. In their place, 1 received twenty-
five cavalry under Lieutenant Nettleton, who acted as scouts and mes-
sengers.

Before General Buell their arguments and statements were received with
consideration. His theory appeared to be that until a rebel became a
member of the confederate forces he was not amenable to military arrest,
After that he certainly was not, except as a prisoner in battle. His per-
sonal sympathy appeared to be more with seceders than with union men.
His restraining orders left us little better than spectators. Literally exe-
cuted, they deprived loyal men of protection, and gave the rebels all the
opportunity they asked. On Arnold's creek, in Grant county, near Mount
Zion, the union men appealed to us piteously for support, Some members
of disloyal home guards had left them and joined the unionists. One of
them acted as a guide to Lieutenant Nettleton, and was threatened with
death. Another was informed not only that he would be killed, but his
heart cut out, boiled and eaten.

Notwithstanding the implied censure of General Buell's orders, 1 stationed
an officer and a number of men at Arnold’s creek, whaose reports of the
conduct of the secession party there were such as to disgrace human
nature. Without the military and the exercise of functions analogous to
those of a provost marshal, Kentucky would have been swept beyond a
quasi neutrality into open secession, like the other southern states. My
position was becoming so ineffectual to protect union men, and uncom-
fortable to myself, that I applied to be relieved from that duty.
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