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FT, THOMAS ARMY POST 

rt . Thomas Army Post, located three miles southeast of New­

port, and four miles from Oincinnati, near State Highways Nos . 

10 and 27 consists of a little over one hundred and sixteen acres. 

I t was established in 1ggg and was well in the country at the time; 

however, it is now eurrounded by a beautiful city of some twelve 

thousand people that takes its name from the army post . 

The historic water tower on the reservation was built in 1g90~ 

At the base of the tower are two cannons taken from t he scuttled 

ships of Spain, when Admirals Sampson and Schley defeated the enemy•s 

fleet as it tried to slip out of the harbor one quiet Sunday morn­

ing. One of the cannons was cast in the foundry at Barcelona in 

1763, while the other was cas t in the same foundry in 1769. These 

historic relics are examined almost daily by the many tourists and 

visitors at the army post. 

The present garrison consists of the First Battalion, with 

Ool. Charles L. Mitchell in command. There are approximately one 

thousand three hundred and fifty soldiers stationed here, includ­

ing the officers, also the o. o. C. headquarters of the Eastern 

Kentucky District, embracing thirty-two companies with an ap­

proximate present strength of five thousand persons . 
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An act of Congress on March 3, 1887, aut~ori z~d the purchase 

of land to establish a military reservation i n Campbell 10 . at Ft . 

Thomas . The grounds, which include an extensive r i fle range , com­

prise over 285 acres . 

Ft . Thomas is located 3 mi . from Newport on high ground over-
/1-'- ...... 

looking the Ohio Rive,p,. 

The site of the post was chosen by Gen. Sheridan and named -
after Gen . George H. Thomas , famous Civil War leader . 

Previous to the establishment of Ft . Thomas , a U. S . military 

post , Newport Barracks , was located within Newpor t proper . The 
------ -:. 

post had been established in 1808 and c omprised a total of ~&­

acres . From 1833 to 1875 it served as a general army depot . Dur­
w, 

ing the Mexican War it was a depot for troops recruited w&e-t of 
:~ ' 

the Allegheny M-&Untains . In 1894 Congress conditionally granted 

the area to the city of Newpor t for a public par k . 

Ft . Thomas is readily accessible from Cincinnati , Newport, Cov­

ington and Latonia. Adjacent to the fort is an especially beauti­

ful residential section. 

The original cost of constructing Ft . Thomas was approximately 

three and one -half million dollars . There has been added to this, 

however , a gymnasium in which nearly all the activities of the post 

are centered, and a stab le which acconnnodates 76 animals . 

"A large tower is located at the entrance to the post at the 

base of which are tab l ets erected by the citizens of Cincinnati , 

Covington, and Newport in honor of~mbers of the Sixth Infantry who 

lost their lives in the Spanish American War ." 

"At the outbreak of the war with Spain , Ft . Thomas was used as 
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a mobilization center where troops were centralized for transpor­

tation to the war zone . Later, when soldiers were being returned 

on account of wounds and sickness, the proud old post found itself 

converted into a hospital where hundreds of men were nursed back 

to health. " 

At the outbreak of the World War , Ft . Thomas functioned as a 
_.;I. 

recruit depot . Nearly two dozen temporary buildings were cons -

tructed to accommodate additional wartime personnel and recruits . 

Some few of these buildings are still in use . 

On Oct . 22 , 1922, the headquarters and two battalions of the 

Tenth Infantry were stationed at Ft . Thomas . 

Garrison life at Ft . Thomas consists of typical training class­

es and drills. Occasional demonstrations and class instructions 

are given at a target range approximately 14 mi . distant on t he 

Licking River . 

In seasonable weather , · a constant stream of cars passes through 

the post. "There are indications on every hand of the friendship 

formed with the civilians near the post and the high regard in 

which all military organizations have been held . " 


