
My Hometown Notes 
Newport, KY 
By Tony Swicer 



Newport Bank, 1818 

• The first bank in Newport was started by town 
founder James Taylor. It was on the NW corner 
of 4th & Monmouth streets. The other directors 
were John Brown Lindsey, John McKinney, 
Thomas Carneal, and William Caldwell. Note 
James Taylors signatures on the 2nd & 3rd notes, 
bottom right. The notes were issued in 
denominations of 50ct, $1,$2,$5,$10,$20, $50 & 
$100 bills. 1-5 notes are known in each 
denomination.  





Newport Bank, 1818 

• Next are two Proofs of the 1818 series 
notes. These were test copies to see if the 
design was acceptable before printing 
quantities of these notes. 

• The two proofs shown are $5 & $10 
denominations. 
 





Newport Manufacturing Co. 
1831 

• The Newport Manufacturing Company 
made Jeans, cotton fabric, and rope. It 
employed 329 people and it was located 
on the Ohio river between Eastern row 
and Taylor creek. The two notes are $1 & 
$2 notes that were unissued.  





Newport Manufacturing Co. 
1831 

• The next two notes are $3 & $5 
denominations. All 4 notes are unique. I 
believe them to be proofs, although they 
are not marked as such. 





Newport Lyceum 1837 

• The Lyceum was an educational group 
that provided instruction thru lectures and 
concerts. They had two different notes, a 
$1 & $3 note. There are 11-50 notes 
known of this type. 





Licking River Bridge Co. 
1845 

• I believe these notes were issued to 
finance the building of a bridge between 
Covington & Newport across the Licking 
river. The only denomination was a $5 bill. 
The top note was issued. The bottom note 
is a proof. 1-5 notes are known of the 
issued notes. The proof is probably 
unique. 





Newport Safety Fund, Bank of 
Kentucky 1852-54 

• These notes were issued in denominations 
of $1,$2,$3,$5,$10, and $20. The bank 
went under October 17, 1854 when there 
was a bank panic on all banks west of the 
Appalachians. The $1 -$5, there are 26-50 
notes known. The $10- $20, there are 11-
25 notes known. 





Newport Safety Fund, Bank of 
Kentucky 1852-54 

• The $5 note was an issued note. The $1 
note is a proof. 





First National Bank of Newport 
1875-1897 

• Charter #2276, this bank was on the 
corner of 5th & York streets. It issued $5, 
$10, & $20 bills. Only 2 notes are known 
to exist today. Pictured is the only $5 note 
known. The bank went bankrupt when it 
was discovered that a bank employee 
stole $201,000 in 1897. 

• The bottom note is from the American 
National Bank, series 1902. 





American National Bank 
1918 on. 

• Charter #2726, this bank was located at 
the corner of 4th & York streets. It issued 
large size notes in $10 & $20 
denominations. Small size notes were 
issued in $5, $10 & $20 denominations. 
There are 9 large size notes know and 24 
small size notes known. Before 1918, the 
bank was called the German National 
Bank from 1882 to 1918. 





Newport National Bank 
1892 on 

• Charter #4765, large size notes were 
issued in $10 & $20 denominations. 

• 9 large size notes are known. 
• Pictured below is an 1882 series note and 

a 1902 series note.  





Newport National Bank 

• Small size notes were issued in $10 & $20 
denominations. 

• There are 22 small size notes known 
today. 

• All national bank notes were called in in 
1935 and gradually replaced by Federal 
Reserve Notes. 




