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History of the M. E. Church,South,Ghent,xy. 18:26-1938,
Josie Brown North,
The old Methodist Church where our forefathers worshipped- .
Whére the former Ghent Bank buildingstands- was one large brick room.
The benches were homemade and painted, and placed far enough apart
so that the congregation could kneél, It walls wére worn and battereal

by the fing;f of time. Coal 0il lamps shed a. flickering uncertain
iight over the chirch.,- The beli swung on the outside and was rung by
the preacher or one of the members, There was 0 musical instrument,
the preacher read verse by verse of some old hymn while the congrega-
tion sang it. The preacher held four charges in his circut; the par-
sonage ﬁeing located at warsaw- the other three were: Drury Chapel
Marvin Chapel and Ghent., The preacher generally brought his family
and visited several days at a time. The Presiding Elder preached both
Saturday and Sunday. Protracted reepihgs lasted from two to three
‘weeks;the ¢hurch buildinghbeing crowded- Hitching racks eere full
with horsé,buggywagdn and syrry. The very best talent was engaged.

The old records were preserved by my father, but many havé;
been lost, As my';ather and grandfébher weré a part ot the history of
the early church, T must refer to them in my sketch. ‘

In 1826, we had received by Profpssion JoSiah W. Whitaker,
Peter Taylor. In 1800 by E. J. Baird. Some of the names familiar to
_ thé old ﬁioneer church were- Montgomery, Lowery, Brown, elmaza, kirk
patﬁic,ﬁoggins, Gaingp,Kleeéattle,Bairds,dtout,Sartes,Harper,E;tter-
son,Wayland,Fothergiil, sanders and Ect. ‘Ppeachers in charge from
186g to 18883 were E.-L.’Southghte—lSGQ;,L. 0. Shaw 1881-1882; J. N.
Cufrent 1884; J. C; Crow 1883-84, W. T. Rowland 1871-7é Again 1884"§

1888 Rév. Joe Rand,Rev. Welburn Hiner and Doctor Stairs preached in

the old ‘church- but records are lost.



(2)
My grandfather gaines was horn in. 181!,aHc was a member of the
Tenneessee, Arkansas, and K ntucky conferences. He lived a while in
chent and preached. The following is copied from the "Holston iethosk
Vbl. v.: " There a lways the eloquence of profoﬁnd conviction and |
growth of“religidus reryor lighting all his discoures which won the
hearts of his hearers. He had-a great gift»of.e;hortation and eloquen
well nigh ifresistible. Thousands were converted to God under his min
istry. At one revival six hundred were converted and five hundred add’
ed to the church. To show faith in prayer an incident was told of one .
of his congregations. Thelcountry had a distessing droutﬂ (Bro. Gaine
who was preaching in o¢ne of' our rural churches was asked to pray for
rain) They told that he sought God's help in a powerful appeal. Soon.
after clouds began to appear and they had one ov the =everest storms
of the season with a mighty dewnpour. Tlhe next time some or the good
sisters saw Bro. Gaines,they said" Bro. Gaines tﬁe next time you pray
ror rain; please do not 4ray quite so hard".
gsoon after the old church was sold, the membership became small
wr. Bascom Baird was Sunday School Supt., they met in the Masonic Hal
and the uollegerBuilding,having preaching -there. Most ox the mémbers
became discouraged,conference claims unpaid, and the Lonfercnce was
about to take the church over and transfer it to the Warsaw tircuit,
Dr. N.C. Brown saved it'fromu this calamnity- by going to ils mem-
bers and pleading for help and support. About this time the Schirmer
family‘came into thq‘church and with heayty cooperation all indgbtine
ness;was paid. How surpriséd when the reﬁort from Ghent was called
for-br. ~Rown sttod in his dignified modést way and reported" All Cldé
paid in full." This was a proud day for wethodism . The Schipmers wil
tell you that it was thru Dr. Brown' influence that the old stock oé

thirmers “came into the Methodist church, They were stanch and earnet=
'and their goods works are going’on. :



J. u., Stevenson, 35, L, Howard, and i, 0. Williams were directs
ot the Ghent Bdnk. Mr. Bascom Baird,President, The old iethodist
Church building was sold to them Jan. 8, 1889 for $750. Then with ths
money on hand they started a fund to build a new church buildiﬁgf The
contract wa s given out and.MR. Fred Kipping of ¢tarrollton received
the contract. The néw-building was completed in 1889,the sermon by
Dr..Robert Hiner-a power in that day—-He preached in the town lot now
the U. D. C. Park where a basket dinner was served. The indebtiness

was paid then all went to the new building where itvwas dedicated.

Mr. John Wesley HOggins left $500 to be used t'or a parsonage. Mr. Sam
“Montgomery left the churc $1¢08 we have a pipe organ which was given _
by the carrollton Methodist church. The cost ot moving and repairs
was $250,but tor the untiring effort of irs FElisabet. I'rowman McKinley
we would not have gotten this organ. xrerosie Brown_North was organ
ist when the newvhyilding was erected and served many years. Then MB

Mrs. Mariam Drikellirs. Nina Brightwell Owens,iirs. Ilisabeth *roman

 McKinley and the present organist is Mrs. iagaret Schirmer vablever.
Mrs Nort assistant. -
The S. S. Supts. were : }Mr., Bascom Baird,Mr. Ver non Driskell,

¥r. Carey Driskell and AMr. Georgé'montgomery. They served many years
in this capacity faithful and well. iliss lHenrietta Schirmer served \
fo r‘sevérai years} At'ter her marriage she moved te Carrollton and
Prof. Cannon was chosen tor the office,but moved away shortly afterwa
and Niiss ﬂargaret Schirmer was elected in 1937.
We have a nice parsonage build while Rev. -- chrlswe11 was the;
Vpastor 1916-17, The lot was bought from Mrs. Ruth Lowery Sehree,"
At this point ,mrs. North gives the hames of the paétors who

"have served since the building ‘of the preeent church bullding. It may}

: have -be en that Ghent wag early OOIlnet.,ted With ; S
: < Carrollton. Bro. u
. was appointed to Larrollton in 1869. We give a few names of Larsg F?




LIST OF PASTORS SERVING THE GHENT METHODIST CHURCH.
N.B. A conference yearr extends from sept 1st to Sept. 1st of next ye,,,

. NAME Dist charge and Churches.

1869 E. L. Southgate covV. carrollton
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gecond Paze Ghent Appointments
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