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HJ.~TOITY OF LE"!ISBURG /JID HILL CREEK, 
: '.ft.SON COlll'lTY, h"F.NTUCh.'Y 

In t he venr 1773 , l°':.oner,,.l ' li l limn Tb orrtnson of Pennsvl vanie. e.t 

the i1L•nd o:' a compen;.r l nn,- P.d a t t ho ' 'iO'.lt,h of Gt>bin Creek and ma.de a Sur-

ve~r ln July 1773 , on 1.'..111 C: re'9k . NovePlhor 20 , 1773 , they made another -- -
Survey on Lee ' s Creek about two Miles north of 1".LO.~' slick. Their Surveys -
:vere CJ.Ui te extensive , embrac i ng the rich lFnds on the North Fork of Li ck

ing and its t r i. 1,ut nries . 1776, saw t hese l ands swarming with visitors 

f ron Vir·~ i nia , Har:l'l r>nd , nnd Pennslrlvania , many of t !lem r.o:ning to sel ect 

their future homos. 

Sa:rn~l Bor;1'S, ',Villiam Lindsay, J o25eph Li ndsay , John Vance , 

David \Te.nee , An•1rew Steel e , and \'/illiam Bartlett built two cabins each, 

t hus making 14 i mprovements on the waters ot Mill Creek and 1 ts small 

branc hes . : .bile these improvements were he i ng nade Bar tholomew Fitzgerald 

" a membe r of flno t hE'lr co1,lpany" paid them o visit and selected a sight where 

he afte rward !iuilt a mill dam well known in 1796 , as '?itz~ r a ld ' s Mill. 

;."·.is conm1 mi t y was known as Millwood f or sometime. F i tzgere.ld owned t he 

land joining t he Early farm , now owned b:ir Harvey Rice. 'I'he home of Mr. 

einc Mrs . E. R. Kel l ey , Sr. was the hoMe of t he Fitzgara.lds and presumably 

b uilt b;t them. I t is on a knoll overlooking the waters of~ ill Creel: . 

The foresa id : ' itzisemlds were t he ancestors of C'.eorge F i tzgerald of Edge

mont. ~~ i t zgera l d ' s Company impr oved la...r1.d upon e.nd near ?.-au Cr eek and 

kept o.n a ccurate journa l of their improvements which they us ed , and all 

parties relied upon when the permanent S 11I"\'8'1s were made in 1784. When 

the~r rea c hed t ha mouth of Mill Creek just a short distance west of Lewis

bur g t hey 1'01.11 ,d an impr ovonent had alrea d:,r been made t here. Samuel Strode 

o.nd Hil). 'i.a:"'l UcC lary r11.1c1 e an improvement fo r Se'.ln Strode at a spot on Strode ' s 

j ~ Run , .': branch of ~he North Fork, _just north of Lewisbur i; . f ':la~ation _ ~ 
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on the Horth I:'orl: ··1here Lewisburg now is, was settled by Geor ge \: lark 

~-- - -- ------
in 1787 , '.rnt ·11as abandoned . 

Ir.:nac Lewis, Sr . vri t h h is sister came from Harylend at an 

early u.Rt E"' <J,,1 :,et t l Ad n:)out two miler, northwest of w·1.13.t is now l ,ewis-

bHr f. . 1:is p,or: , C'roe1or ,--:e 1.evris, resettled i n l ~' f3q , t he, stat ion er:ari..~ one, i. by 

Glark in 1?8? . '..'11er e '.'IAP. a chni.n of ten s•tc h ::1 t a tions which exten,1 ed 

from ;)ove r to Mill Creek as a protection .t'rom the I ndians. Thes e defined 

~ the li:".i ts of the new frontier . 
( -- ' 
\ : ewisburg ,has ostablished on December 

Geor ,:re Lmlis , when the General Assertb l ~r on t h is 

1?, 1 ?95, on the l e.nd.s of 

date enacted t hRt s eventy 

acres of land be loneing to Lewis l y ing on the north of Mi:· i n Lici.:ini i,e;;:in-

ning a t ' ,aJ;.L,el :,trorie ' s Gornor rmm i nr, with his line nor th fi i't:r-one <iec;r ees , 

oast one hundred poles crossing the creek, t hence down the creek its 

several 1:tea.nders to t he beg inning to include the creek. ':'he fi.rR t 'i'rust 

o8s 'Here .'ho1ms Yo1mg , Jes:'le hoard, Alexander K. Marsha ll, '.Hllil:'m 

1'ri pl ett, ·1iilliari :)n:r1•c t.t, an1 Duval l'n:vne . E'o t heFie men fel l t ~e usual 

<'luty oi' layin,~ the town off into lots r,nd stre!:-)t s and of establishing the 

vown t o be called Lewisbitr g . As so,,n as t h e seventy l:.C res were ls.id of'f, 

t he r~,r~~stees were empoi..ered to sell them for credit or ready money as 

3;1,:,1 1.ld best .rnit t~\e nron ri0tor . 'fhe time and place of the sale vras first 

t o t e hlvertised ::it l enst one month in the Kentucky Herald. Lewis a f t er 

anterinr: i r;to 'h1n.J "ith ,me or 11ore s ec11ri ties to tile Trustees, ~·res to r e-

ce i.ve , ,rl:/ u1d G 11 the tto:n0y t '.:d:ou f or t l1eso lots, and t i1e town of Lewis-

'bUr.f~ 'li,n h,)l'P . :-:.oor .c\e ] c•,·tis ,·,as a ne!llb0r of the Kent~lc1'::-r Roust> '.Jf ;~e:present-

atJv,3:; L1. l'FG . ~ ~e ~l!lr ried ni.r ; ' . t =-,e second cl:. ild )f 'i'homas and Jane ? orman. 

He b·,;.ilt ti •.e Lr:wisbnr ,:; : ;ills but f p i l ed in ~:hsiness . On t he sc1.l?. 0f h is 

:n·o ;,13rt:·1 , Thon,• r.; ·,·or',en ho: ieht t ,:e n ills a nd ste t ion and settled his c.augh-

:or, r:a ~· Le;·!is , on them. I,Iar :v Lev:is and (':eor ge ha il. t hree childr en . Jane 
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maITied Willi"'n Gr en t honse . Betsy mnrried William Mcilvaine anc. Isaac 

;•iar r ied SrirP Brent . The Mcilmines were a much loved family in Lewis

burg fo r many years. 'l'hey later r10ved to Maysville . I am sure many of 

us cnn r ecall Ur . Winn }:.cil va ine , Miss Betsy , and Mrs. Linda 1'uggle. 

George Lewis is buried on t he lt1nd owned by rreor~e a nd Lee Col"l.er . Sixt~, 

years ago t ;1ere .-m.s a marker at his g reve . 

The f irst water nill established in Mason Count)' with distillery 

a ttached was probably tha t of J ohn Hicl1ols about 1787 , on the north side 

of t he North Fork, e.bout a mile he l ow t he mouth of Mill Creek. td'ter the 

s ettle11ent of Lewisburg , R dam was nJ.?.de a cross the Horth Fork about 100 

yards north of t he old covered bridge . A canal or r-dce e.s it was ca lled 

then , was d ug to let t he water run through to t urn t he \\!heel of t :.1e mill 

whi ch was situated on the property formerly owned by t he Gaithers . r\:r . 

Gaith8r \1el pAd organize the Lewisburg Baptist Church and the Gaithers have 

a lways been prom.i.n~nt workers i n the De.ptist Church of the Lewisbur g commun

ity. Lst t,r a d l stillery was built dovmstream. I t was quite a large build 

ing mRde of native stow~. La te in the 1800 ' s it was used as a tobacco 

prising house . It y,as torn down not too many yea.rs ego. 

Strode ' s sometimes ca lled Strode ' s Run on t he North li'ork a t the 

mout h of fi t rocl.e's Run was s et t led by Se.r.n~e l Strode i n 1785 . Strode ' s Run 

:doacf. boar s h is !lAJne toda.~, . Cn t h is r oad have lived nl.8ny of the old families 

of Le·d sburg snch as the St rodes , 1,0nf.): s , Hords , Cal 7e rts , Lash.b:-oolrns , 

:J ,indsc.:.rs, end Ril~ys . T:-\ese f ami lie~ heve ta!cen l'lUch pride i n their hones 

and fa r mr:: r1ovm tl1rongh the ?ear s , end today t he nnmes are pe r pet1.1e t ed i·y 

"l')rosperous :i"i>. l'l"h,rs . 

?l.er e is not i':'",UCh known about t he first schools of Lewisburg 

':ut nany of t,~.e olde:r people of t:i.e ~OTIU!lUUi ty today aff ectionately remem

ber Mis~ L:·,le Ja1·1son . !Hss Dm"T~{Oll ca..r,o from 1f.isso uri and taught many 
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years in Lewisbur g . She me.rri ed Oscar Cal vert but cont i nued to tea.oh. 

She \ JRS t he mother of i-rs . Ben Mar shal l , a former member of this Club . 

Ii'or many years t here was a -post office a t Lewisbur g but the 

post off i ce wns named North 1''ork. There happened to be another post office 

in Kentucky nmn.ed Lewislmrg . It is now Maysville Rural Delivery. 

The colored peopl e have alvra:rs lived in ~. littl e settlement 

ac:::oss t he North Fork . I t is c r-tlled Ki nktown. They have their own 

churches, t he Methodist Rnd Baptist. 

'l'he Lewisb1u-g I3aptist Church was forned in 1844 by 44 members 
r-

/ 

WhO were dismissed from the Mayslick Baptist Church to f orm the Lewisburg 

church. The church is located across t he North Fork from Lewisburg . Al 

thour;h we have not found r ecords, it i s legend that George Lewis would 

not let a church be bnilt in Lewisburg . On April 25 , 1844, the Tr ustees 

:)Ought a 11 ttle over 3 a cres of l and for $65 . on which to build e church 

and have for a crnve rard . 'I1hey bonght t he land f rom .. 'reorge Chinn. 'l'he 

·r r :1stees ~,;ere Harlow Yancey, John Chamberlain, end Walter Calvert. The 

church was built of bric k wit h two front doors. The ladies entered by the 

r.ie;ht door and t he nen b ~· the l e:ft . The peopl e enter ed the church f a cing 

t he cone:regat ion and t he~r s till do so today although there is now a side 

door by which ~rou can enter. 

Mr. Cleon },eyes served here for over 50 years. On April 27, 1n1, 

Roy. Keyes was buried in this church hury i ng gr o:md . In paying tribute 

to M.r . Keyes, Dr. M. B. Adams of Franld'o r t , ;::."entuclcy said , "Too much can 

not b~ said in praise of his love l y mid pure Christian character. Here 

, rd.s t he cite.del of his strengt h . His strength was a s t he strength of ten 

beca.Ltse hi s heart was :pnre . ?Jo one coul d be long in his company without 

si:,;ying , ' 'J.1raly thi s nw.n is a child of God . He wrought well and hes 

ea rned h i s r eward . ' " 
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Th('! Lewisburg Baptist Church stands today as a beaut i ful ex-

ample of a country chur ch. 

Colone!_ Tho~ 1!arshall of Revolutionary fame was sent on a missi on 
- -- --- -

es Sur"eyor General of t he l ends in Kentucky which wer e appropriated to 
-- ---

the officers and soldiers of Virr:inia . Un thet t ri p :1e located lanJls 
- --
which l ater became his ovm. In addition to le.r re hold ings in Central 

- -- - - ~ -
Kentucky and other parts of Me.son County , he received 6000 acr es &t the - - -
mouth of Mill Creek. By t he terms of Col. Marshall ' s v1il.l he beo,_uea.thed - - - ~ 

the Mill Creek lands to his sons , Alexa.nder K. Marshall and Janes Marshall . - - -
On his po:.:-tion Al exancler K. built a lovel y home which has been handed down 

from generat ion to eenerntion until todt'y . The Alexander K. Marshal l of 

the third eeneration was born at this ancestri al home in 1832 , and was mar

ried to Miss Eliza Dudley of FleTT'ilv~sburg i.n 1859 . This Alexander K., the 

father of Mrs . M. B. Adi:ims (Mae Marshall} inherited a handsome estate from 

his fnther which he increased by prudent mtmagement . In early life he 

turned to rnising fine live :.;tock and with a view of sel ect i ng t he best 

breeds that t he world afforded, he paid a visit to Europe. After a t horough 

investigat ion he returned with a choice herd . A railroad depot is on his - ~~ -
place and he fost ered a litt l e town at Me.rshall Station. He speculated 

snccessfully in tobacco and other produce. 

James , the br other of Al e:r.ander K. Mar shall, built a large f ~ 

house on his portion of his fat her' s estate, fronting on t he wat ers of Mill 

Creek. His land did not remain in the hands of his descendants . He grad

ually disposed of bi s ho l dings. Courthouse records show where James Davis 

bought from James Marshall and his wife Amelia, 20 .acres on wat ers of Mill 

Creek. Bit by hit tile J13r.ies r;e.rshnll lElnd melted away. Some was bought 

by the Ray family ana. some by t he Hords. On what is now part of the Hord 

farm there may be seen today the remains of an old gr ist mill. The mill 



v' 

6 
stones are said to be the largest ever seen in this country. The road 

leadinp, to the mill was called Thompson 's Mill Road. The surrounding 

neighborhood up to the Duval Payne place which is lrn.own in modern times 

a s the Halfway House was known as\ ~illwood. l 
In 1789 , Duval Payne with his wife Hannah Brent, moved to Ken

tucky from Virginia and settled at Lexington. In 1792, Payne removed to 

Mason County and settled on his farm at Mill Creek. He was twice shot 

at by Indians near his own home, and had his horses stolen out of his 

stable. He was a practical Surveyor, ext remely popular and for many 

years was 1n politics. Later the Weedon family owned the Halfway House 

and the name oft w::donia }as the name given to the community from the 

Weedon House including the present limits of Wedonia. 

John R. Proctor sold a part of what had been the James Marshall 

land to John 0 1:Ma:ra. on April 17, 1863, according to Deed Book 69, :page 

271. ,~ young priest named FathAr Hickey we.s making his home with the 

O'Mara fnmily. At that time there was no Catholic church in the Lewisburg, 

Mill Creek, or Me.yslick vicinity. Father Hickey walked to the homes to 

serve his parishoners, or they came to see him. 'l'he heirs of Partick 

O'Mara sold 90 acres of l and in 1874 to Father Hickey. He built a chapel 

on this l and, a rather crude building but it served as a church for some 

years. This chapel has been :preserved and may be seen on the farm of Mrs. 

Rebekah Hord today. Patrick O •1:a ra was t he great-grandfather of the late 

John Michael Walton, the 'rierney family, and Pat Collins. 

The Mill Creek Christian Church was organized in 1843. The 
- - - - - --

people first worshipped in a log house but in 1847, on January 8th, 

i'iillic>JU Lindsay , the e reat-grandf ather of Alex Calvert deeded one acre 

of ground to t he Trustees for the sum of $100. The Trustees vrere Perry 

s. Layton , Joseph Little , and John Charles Dobyns. The timbers in the 
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church were cut from wood on the eround , and the brick was bu.Tiled on the 

ground . You entered the church facing the cons regation. This was 

changed i n 1950 , when the church was remodeled. The church was always 

warmly and loyally supported by the Horos, Lindsays, Proctors, Rices, 

Cooks , tJobyns , Younr,s , Bullocks , and Br amels. The church has been fort

unate in the selection of ministers. Most of them were young men, students 

from the College of the Bible in Lexington. One of t he early ministers 

we.a J. 'N . l.lcGarvey who became the third president of the College of the 

Bible at Lexington. He was president there from 1895 to 1911. In 1914, J. 

Leslie Finnell was the first full time minister with preaching every 

Sunday and it has continued . The old communion service ot solid silver 

is on display at the church. In 1915, the individual service was given 

by Mrs . J . Boyd Jones (Hattie Hord). 

It is impossible to tell of all the prominent and important 

families of both the Lewisburg and Mill Creek neighborhoods due to the 

scant records. 'I'he social life was not neglected in the prosperous 

comm.unities and many were the big dinings and swnptuous "in-tarestt after 

t he big weddings. 

Captain James Davis, a very colorful and dramatic character 

who lived in the nRock House" on the farm now,owned by Hrs. Rebekah 

Hord, was known as the "'robe.coo King". He gave a party which was writt~ 

up in the local paper on December 7 , 1887 . I will read you of that 

party. The original clipping belongs to Mrs. Rebekah Hord. It is headed 

"Captain Davis Amon€' his Friends". 

Guptain J ames M. De.vis is one of the best known and ·popular 
citizens of Mason County. In the last six or eight months he has been a 
large dealer in tobacco and made a handsome fortune. In November, his 
profits amounted to over $12 ,000 and since July, he has cleared over 
$100 , 000 . Captain Davis is a plain farmer, not given to putting on style 
but is noted for generosity and hospitality. On last Wednesday evening 
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he celebrated his good f ortune by inviting about fifty of his old friends 
and ne i ghbors to supper. The Capta in felt that in this way he could beet 
show his regard for t hose who had known and stood by him throughout all 
of the ups and downs of life. He said: "I have had good luck , and I 
want m.v friends arolllld me to enjoy a little of the fruits of i t." His 
f riends came and to sa.y t hat they enjoyed t he good things provided, be.re
l y ~xpreeses it. 

The provision made for t he entertainment was royal. 'rhe waters 
of t he Chesapeake, the orange groves of Florida, the tropical f rui ts of 
the West Indies, the vineyards of sunny I taly and France, t he plantations 
of Louisiana, the swamps of Michigan, the gr aperiee of California, t he 
fig groves of Sl"lyrna , and the rich fields and pastures of Mason and Flem
ing were drawn upon t o furnish a banquet good enough for Kings, Princes 
or Presidents. The guests were seated t o tables groaning with oysters, 
quail, turkey , old Vire inie. ham, celery, f r uits, cake and wine served by 
members of Capt a in Davis' family and in a. style tha t would do credit to 
professional CPterers. Of the fifty guests invited, the fOllowing irere 
present: Dr. John •r . Fl eming, Da.rid Heckinger, John w. Alexander, Geo. 
T. Simonds, s . s. Riley , Alexander Piper, Chas. B. Pearce, _Jr., Henry Ort, 
L. M. Tabb, A. A. Wadsworth, of Maysville; David Tr u .. mbo and Andrew Trumbo, 
of Dath; A. P. Hord, of T!'lemine; Will McClellan, Will Ge.bby, John Steers, 
Elza Clift, Thomae Berry, Jos. Alexander, Edward Latham., Ad. Hord, Dr. Sam 
Marshall, Dr. Wm. Ross , Cleveland Hughes, Johnson Branch, Wm. Branch , Win. 
Rice, .Tef'f Rice, 'rhos . Luttrell, Wm. Lutt,rell, Mat Pearce, AZ Thomas, George 
Chinn, James Marshall, Tip Evans, Richard Yollllg , Paris Wheeler, James Duley, 
'i'homas Byr on, Henry Lat ham, J . E. Cahi bb , J . R. Lashbrook, Thoma.a Brannen, 
J . T. Stover and RichaIYl Davis. 

Miss Follie Da:vis, s ister of the Captain, Mrs. Joseph Alexander, 
hi s de.ugllter, Mrs . Richard De.vis, his dat!ghter-in-law, acted as hostesses, 
assisted by Mrs. Hughes, Mr. w. P. Mcilvaine, Miss Lena Alexander, Miss 
Bertha Javis, :Miss 1laggie Thompson of Sharpsburg, Miss King and Miss AlUe 
Roe . 

I t was remarked that none of the birds served at t he f east had any 
shot marks upon them. This was explained by Captain Davis. He said that 
some time ago he informed some of his Maysville fr1-ends that t he time woul.d 
come when birds could be killed on hi s place with s ilver dollars and if 
s i l ver dollars were not heav-f enough , they coul d be brought down with twenty 
dol lar gold pieces. 

\Vhile the l at er dishes were be ing served , Dr. Fl eming paid a 
com11liment t o the hospita lity of t he h~st, an¢l called Mr. Wadsworth to his 
f eet , who na.de a mos t happy response t o the health of Capt. Davis. Mr. 
A. P . Hord al so made fitting rel'!lB.rks spealcing of' Capt. Davis as a good 
nei ghbor, a stra i ght f orward t rader and a geni al gentleman. Rema.r ks were 
also made by others . Haucke ' s st ring band f rom :Ma;,rsville r elieved t he 
hours wit h excellent mus ic, dur ing the evening , and contributed greatly 
to the enjoyment of t he occasi on . Promi nent a.~ong t hose who added t o t he 
pleasure of the eveni ng was WU'. John vr . Al exander, whose popul arity is 
established i n Mason. He i s a candi date f or sher i ff, but t hi s fact was 
not: alluded to b~! hi nsel f . .T!ldp, i ng by vrhat v1e saw of' Mr. Ale:mnder, Mason 
wi l l rl.o well to sel ect hi m for sheri ff and be will doubt less get ·there. 
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Major Dave Trumbo, Mr. Berry an.d Mr. Simonds of the Central Hotel, Mays
ville, l abored industriously to, contribute to the evening enjoyment. The 
night was pi tch~,r dar k and most of the guests were compelled on this 
aceount to postpone their del)flrture until the moon rose e.t 4 o'clock in 
t he morning. The guests latt with the heartiest Yrishes for Capt. Davis ' 
continued hea.lth and good fortune. Capt . Davis l ast year handled one
sixth of the tobacco of }Ae,son Count~,. He says he is a Kentuckian and 
believes in Kentucky and therefore makes all of his sales at Louisville. 

I regret that I cannot say t he prosperity of Captain Davis 

continued, and t hat he lived happily ever afterward, but fortune seems 

to ha~e turned her back upon him. He became penniless and died in the 

Poor House. 

Thus completes rrtY story of early Lewisburg and Mill Creek, 

communities r ich in heritage , built by men. believing in the dignity of 

work, :facing hardships and enjoying pleasures , and most impol'tent, making 

God and church first in their lives. 

MASON COUNTY MUSEUM 
215 SUTfON STREET 

W-.YSVIU.£. ICINTUCKY 41056 


