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Bracken County, Kentucky, located on the Ohio River in the northeastern part of 
the state, is largely a rural area comprised of small towns and villages. The 
land varies from gently rolling to steeply formed hills and valleys. A total 
of 204 square miles is contained within the county and the population is about 
7,227 inhabitants.

The John G. Fee house is located about four miles due east of Brooksville, the 
county seat and approximate center of the county. The structure sits on a high 
ridge facing west and away from the Sunny Fork of Locust Creek.

The early 19th century structure has a two-story, hall-parlor plan with Flemish 
bond brickwork. Jack arches top the window openings and the main entrance is 
capped by a transom. Mouse-toothed brickworkdecorates the comice above. 
Partially exposed exterior chimneys flank the main block which sports a 
20th century porch. A one-story frame ell projects from the rear of the 
main block, with an enclosed shed addition. The interior woodwork is simple 
with paneled doors and chairrailing in the parlor. The mantels on the first 
floor have unbroken shelves, and a double frieze flanked by fluted pilasters. 
The second floor mantels were replaced with Victorian grates.

No related outbuildings are extant and the boundary includes the main house 
only.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
John G. Fee, a Presbyterian minister, was one of Kentucky's most vocal and 
staunch abolitionists of the 19th century. He was the founder of Berea College, 
the first college in the United States established for the specific purpose of 
providing an integrated education for blacks and whites. Through his work at 
Berea, he did much to further the education and support the equality of black 
people prior to and long after the Civil War.

The abolitionist movement in Kentucky preceded her admission into the Union, 
and intensified up to the Civil War. Most early Kentucky churches had anti-slavery 
leanings, but the Baptists and Methodists were the strongest in opposition.
They preached that slavery was a sin against God, unlike some other abolition
ists who saw it merely as a factor detrimental to the Southern economy.

John G. Fee was born in Bracken County in 1816 in the brick house built by 
his father on Locust Creek and where he grew up. He decided early in life 
that he desired to become a preacher of the Gospel, obtaining his eduction 
at Augusta College (see Augusta College Historic Buildings, listed on the National 
Register February 20, 1980) and Lane Theological Seminary in Ohio. The Immorality 
of slavery was Impressed upon Fee at school and although his parents were 
slaveholders, he determined to work for its abolition. He was a Presbyterian 
minister for many years but withdrew from the denomination in 1847 because of 
their persistent support of slavery. Fee then traveled about within Kentucky 
and parts of Ohio, preaching the sin of slavery .His views were not always 
well received and he was often persecuted for his stance.

In 1853, Fee was invited to preach in Madison County in central Kentucky. His 
anti-slavery pamphlets had come to the attention of Cassius M. Clay, an 
emancipationist who was also a large landowner. Clay offered Fee some land 
to establish a church/school within a small community of non-slaveholding resi
dents. The place was named Berea, after a town in the New Testament noted 
for its open-minded citizenry. Fee built his church and began his lifelong 
dream—to have a school and teach anyone, regardless of race, caste, or creed.
By 1858, the school was known as Berea College (see Lincoln Hall, listed on the 
National Register December 2, 1974), and the following year the constitution 
which still guides the school was written:

The purpose of this college shall be to furnish the facilities for 
a thorough education to all persons of good moral character, at the 
least possible expense, and all the Inducements and facilities for
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manual labor which can be reasonably supplied by the Board of 
Trustees shall be offered....This college shall be under an influence 
strictly Christian and as such opposed to sectarianism, slaveholding, 
caste, and every other institution or practice.^

Soon after, however, John Brown's raid upon Harpers Ferry almost destroyed 
Berea College. A mob of Madison County citizens, believing the Bereans to 
be in support of Brown, drove them from the state, many of whom moved to 
Cincinnati. Berea College subsequently closed. During the Civil War Fee 
spent most of his time raising money for the school and in 1865, he returned 
to Berea. With the financial help of the American Missionary Society, the 
School soon reopened.

Berea suffered another major setback in 1904, when the school lost a Supreme 
Court case in which they contested prevailing "Jim Crow" laws which established 
segregation in the classroom. However, due to the dedication and farsightedness 
of John Gregg Fee, Berea College survived and continues to operate under the 
original constitution he created.

Fee's childhood home in Bracken County is the only known extant house in Kentucky 
Intimately associated with this nationally significant figure.

^Berea's constitution as quoted in the "Lincoln Hall" National Register 
nomination form, Kentucky Heritage Commission, Frankfort, Kentucky.
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I Buffalo Trace Area 

Developmenr Disfricr, Inc.
Serving Bracken, Fleming, Lewis, Mason and Robertson Counties

606-S64.M94

327 West Second Street 
Maysville, Kentucky 

41056

Executive Director 
Terrell Ross

Officers

James W. Clark, 
Chairman

Frank McCartney, 
Vice-Chairman

Bernard C. Hargett, 
Secretary

Roy Art Taylor, 
Treasurer

May 27. 1980

Mrs. Eldred W. Melton 
Executive Director 
Kentucky Heritage Commission 
104 Bridge Street 
Frankfort, KY 40601

Dear Mrs. Melton:

MAY 281980

KY. HERITAGi 
COMMISSIOt

In reference to your letter of April 28, 1980, concerning 
candidates for the National Register, the staff of the Buffalo 
Trace Area Development District has determined the John G. Fee 
House is not in conflict with area plans, topography, or geology. 
Neither would its placement on the Register influence the above.

If I can be of any further service, please feel free to 
contact me at our office.

Sincerely,

Max Schamer

MS/mps



Mrs. Carol Shull 
June 19, 1980 
Page 2
John Gregg Fee House, Bracken County, Kentucky

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS

National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form 
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1 Map 
5 Photos
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