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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL |IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Henry C. Peak House is located in Warsaw, a small Ohio River community, in 
Gallatin County, Kentucky. The structure faces east and sits on Highway 35, 
approximately 21/2 blocks from the main town square.

Built in 1869, this structure is basically Gothic Revival with a few Greek 
tendencies. This is evidenced by the general massing and the pilastered facade 
and corners. The other main features on the facade include: five openings with
wooden lintels and sills and 6/6 panes in the windows. The foundation is of 
rough cut stone and the brick pattern is common bond. All four gables boast 
a round arched window opening with the exception of the facade which has a door 
above the porch. It is thought that this was originally a window, also.^ The 
present portico is of recent construction but is thought to be similar to the 
original one (see photo 1). It is simple with square posts and bracketed eaves.
The main door surround is also unadorned with plain pilasters and a transom but 
no sidelights (see photo 2).

One unique feature of the structure is the split-flue chimneys. One chimney stack 
at the crest of each gable end splits to support two fireplaces. The window 
openings are located between the flues (see photos 3-4).

The kitchen block to the rear of the main structure was originally separate with 
an interior end chimney. A recent addition enclosed the dogtrot between the two 
and a 20th century porch was constructed in the angle of the ell (see photo 5).

The interior incorporates a central hall, double pile plan, original wood trim 
of interest and includes seven inch baseboards and chair railing throughout.
Ornate plaster medallions grace the ceilings of most of the rooms (see photos 6-7). 
The mantlepieces are similar with round-arched openings, modified colonnettes 
bow-front shelf, panelled spandrels and a cartouche element. Also contained is 
an ornate iron grate and richly colored ceramic tiles that lend variety to the 
overall mantle element (see photos 8-9).

A vertical boarded barn is the only outbuilding extant. It has a
projecting dormer, with barge boarding along the eaves (see photo 10).

The nomination includes the main house, a frame barn and the rectangular lot 
on which they sit.

The previous porch was larger and the window was probably lengthened to provide 
access to the upper porch.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Henry C. Peak House is an example of the Gothic Revival style, embodying the 
cross-axis plan which appears to be unique to the Gallatin County area. Built in 1869, 
the house exhibits a high degree of craftsmanship that makes it one of the 
best examples of this design in this region of northern Kentucky.

The style combined with the plan (Gothic Revival, cross-axis) appears to be 
somewhat unusual for the regions outside northern Kentucky, but not uncommon 
however, in this particular area. The expertise and skill evident in the construction 
of this building makes it one of the superior examples of this design. The fine 
brickwork is one of the features of note. Also, the round arched hood molds on 
the second story windows are uncommonly well laid, with a deep but even profile.

The interior molding and woodwork are among the outstanding features of the house. Althougl 
not elaborate, the celling friezes are detailed and finely crafted. Of special 
interest are the mantle elements. In addition to a superior mantlepiece, the 
ornate iron grates and richly colored ceramic tiles of the hearth are particularly 
noteworthy.

The house was constructed on Sparta Pike by Henry Clay Peak (1832-1913), a Confederate 
Civil War veteran who resided here until 1881.
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ADDENDUEI

Verbal Boundary Description;

The boundary of the Henry C. Peak nomination is shown as the red line on the 
accompanying Gallatin County Property Identification Map, drawn at a scale of 
200 feet to the inch. Warsaw city map. Block 19, Parcel A.
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Peak, The Henry C., House 
Gallatin County, Kentucky
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Idlewild

Brick Inn (Canton Hotel)

St. Nary's College Historic District

Octagon Hall

Brooks, Solomon, Neill, House

Peak, Henry C., House

Gaines, Col. Abner, House

Lafferty, William T., House

Herndon, Dr. H. C., House

Also Notified

Trenton vicinity 
Todd County

Canton 
Trigg County

St. Mary vicinity 
Marion County

Franklin 
Simpson County

Shepherdsville vicinity 
Bullitt County

Warsaw
Gallatin County

Walton vicinity 
Boone County

Cynthlana 
Harrison County

Georgetown vicinity 
Scott County

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.


