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Maysville Players, Incorporated
STREET & NUMBER

c/o William B. Chamness 636 Forest Avenue
CITY. TOWN

Mavsville vicinity of
STATE

Kentucky
□location of legal DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Mason County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER

Third Street
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Maysville
STATE

Kentucky
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TITLE
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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Washington Opera House is a two-and-a-half-story structure whose upper portion 
rises above the older neighboring commercial buildings at the west end of the main 
shopping street of downtown Maysville. The sides and rear of the theater are of red 
brick, the facade of buff brick trimmed with red brick, stone, and castiron. There 
are five main bays of the facade, which is frankly decorative, relating primarily to the 
street and ejq)ressive of the festive character of the theater, yet permitting effectively 
subordinated shopfronts flanking the lavishly decorated recessed entrance to the 
auditorium.

The wider central bay of the three-part composition projects slightly and is distinguished 
by a triangular pediment capped by freestanding anthemion. The ground floor has brick 
piers with the wide openings for the shopfronts at the sides under a plain continuous 
entablature broken only by the central balcony. The plate glass windows of the shop
front on the left are divided by slender castiron columns flanking the entrance; the open
ing on the right, which originally housed Fire Company No. 1, is a later addition to 
match those on the left. The entrance to the theater has a stone segmental arch with 
projecting voussoirs and heavily sculpted spandrels with an applied cartouche under the 
truncated center bracket of the balcony. The consoles, balustrade, and upper entab
lature are of galvanized iron.

The second story, which actually incorporates the third, has two round-arched windows 
on either side of the central pavilion, where an elaborate stone doorframe with a 
bullseye window above gives onto the balcony, almost as if public appearances to a 
crowd below were expected. The redbrick arches of the windows and the central feature 
rise into the band of diapered red and buff brick that xmderlies the rich entablature and 
modhlioned cornice with brick parapet above.

The unknown architect has managed to create an expressive facade, both decorative and 
orderly, within a Beaux-Arts framework. It has recently been sandblasted without ill 

£ Effects because of the hard surfaces of brick and stone, and an incompatible marquee 
has been removed. The exterior box office, used when the theater was a movie-house, 
will soon be returned to its original position in the foyer.

The appearance of the auditorium is very much as it was originally except that a fire at the 
rear in 1930 caused the removal of the private boxes flanking the balcony. The dimen
sions of the auditorium are 56' x 55', almost square. The stage opening within the 
proscenium arch is 36' wide and it is more than 30 feet deep. Althou^ an early 
account boasted of over a thousand seats, there are 426 seats downstairs and about 175 
in the balcony and gallery. The interior has recently been completely refurbished in 
shades of gold highlighted with red. An entertainment hall above the main entrance and
shops measures 28' x 45' with a 22-foot high arched ceiling; a staircase to the gallery 
rises to one side.
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Washington Opera House

dignity yet suitably festive demeanor, the facade declares its original functions—an 
interesting example of mixed use combining theater, shop, and fire station. This 
type of facade, as well as the interior, is the obvious precursor of the later movie 
palace, but not yet as florid as the confections Hollywood was soon to provoke.

/ I .
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frist. of tlift niKTH house. S'lmrhs fn)rn tfir first fire an- sHf>po.«i-(l to 
fiave stiirted the lilaze, w liich was Ix-tween tlic slate roof and txdlintt. In 
extinguishing the (lames, the church was damaged to the e.vtent of 
ahout 8!:t,t)00. The structure was imii>ediately repaired.

The total loss on the o|K;ra hous<- afid stable was about SoO.fKHf, 
with only alauit 8t-2(MKK> insurance-. The buihlings were rephn ed by more 
modern structures, the opera house being the pride of the town.

liKct'KKKNcK—On .lune W. IfXX), Mr. FarkerV stable was again de
stroyed by tire, together with alrmsst the entire spark of Mcllvain <Sc

NKW \V.\SHIN(iTOX OPER.V HOl'SK.
Tliis pii tiuc shows the opera lioiise as it appears tooay. The striieture is owned liy the 

Washington Fire Company and has a seating capacity of <me thousand.

Humphrey.s' furniture and undertaking establishment, and a part of 
Murray & Thomas’ marhle works. All were repaired at once and Mr. 
Parker was again forced to rebuild and completely restock his stable.

■ X ■ a a a
FOREST AVENUE FIRE—APRIL 7, IS!«.

Shortly before 2 o’clock in the afternoon of Friday, April 7. 
an alarm of fire w'as sounded from the East End. The wind had been 
blowing a gale all day and soon dense clouds of smoke were seen whirling 
across the Fifth ward from Forest avenue, the highest location in that 
part of the city, and where the wind had full sweep.

The afternoon train on the L. and N. had passe«I out only a few

minutes before and the opinion is that a .spark from the engine started 
the blaze, which was first discovered on the roof of a stable in the rear of 
one of the houses. Fanned by such a wind as was blowing, the Haines 
spread with frightful rapidity ami before the Amazon fire company, which 
is only two squares away, could get to the scene three houses were burn
ing fiercely, and pieces of burning wood were raining against the houses 
on the opposite side of the street.

Everyone realized the danger and the entire fire <lepartment of the 
city was .soon on the spot battling with the blaze. The street was throng
ed with people and ail lent a helping hand wherever possible. The; wind 
carried the blazf^ clear across the street at times and the smoke? was un
bearably hot and stiHing, but against these disailvantages the firemen 
worked nobly, throwing stream after stream of wat<-r on the burning 
buildings. Burning shingles were carried clear aemss the city to the river, 
setting fire to several houses on Second ami al.^o on Poplar street.

This was one of the most destructive tires in the history of the citv, 
and a large jnirtion of the F’iftli ward was saved only by the excellent 
water works system and the heroic work of the firemen. By 4 o’clock iii 
the afternoon the destruction was almost complete, and what ha<l l»eeu 
seven happy homes at noon-time was now a mass of smouldering ruins. 
The total loss amouiited to about 812,<X)0, with only SfUKX) insiiranee. 
At one time fifteen buildings in the path of the Haines were on lire
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K.e4ti44ck4^ Qo4Hmiiii04t
401 Wapping Street 

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601
May 20, 1975

sS" Receive
Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20240

may 2 3 1975 \r'
national
REGISTER

Dear Doctor Murtagh:

Enclosed is the National Register Nomination Form for the Washington Opera 
House, 116 West Second Street, Maysville, Mason County, Kentucky. This nomination 
was approved by the Kentucky Historic Preservation Review Board on March 25,
1975. As State Historic Preservation Officer, I recommend it be entered on the 
National Register of Historic Places.

The restoration and adaptation of this building is an ongoing community pro
ject for which additional funding for later phases of the work is being requested 
from the National Park Service.

Your early consideration of this nomination will be appreciated.

Sincerely yours.

(Mrs.) Eldred W. Melton
State Historic Preservation Officer

Enclosures (see attached list)

cc: Mrs. Robert B. Anderson 
Mrs. Frank Wise, Co. Rep.

APPORTIONMENT WARRANT NOMINATION



Doctor William J. Murtagh 
May 20, 1975 
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List of Attachments

National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form 10-300 
Washington Opera House

Continuation Sheet Form l0-300a 
Item Number 8 - Page Two

Property Photograph Form 10-30la
Photo No. 1 - facade from northeast
Photo No. 2 - elevation drawing of facade in it original condition

Property Map Form 10-301
An lUustrated Atlas of Mason County, Kentucky 
U.S.G.S. Map - Maysville West Quadrangle
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STATE JTr.’TlTCKy

Date Entered ' 1 197E

Ncime Location

Old JJorna.1 School Euilclljig, Adsainlstratlon 
Caildlng

Murray
Calloway Couiity

Old Wash Place Lawencoburg vicinity 
Andersen county

Crossflcld, R. a.f House Xristwronoeburg 
ftnderson County V

Logan/ John* House Stanford 
Lincoln County

The Cpera House and Yates Book Shop 
Building

liQJtingtoa 
Fayotte County

Eingdcmt Cam Creek ScIu>ol Oscoloosa vicinity 
Letcher County

^ishington Opera House ISsysviUe 
Kasoa County

i ,

Also Notified
Eon. Walter (Doe) Huddleston 
Bon, V?eauioll n. Ford 
im. CeirroU nulibard,Jr.
Ifcn. Williaa H. Katclior
Hon. Tiia Loe Carter
Hon. Jolta B. Brecidnridgo
Hon. Carl ». Parkins
Regional Director, Southeast Region

State Historic l»rGEOxvation Officer
Hra. Eldred W. Holton
Director
Kentucky Horitege CotiKsisoion 
dOi trapping Gtrsot 
Frard:fort, Kentucky 40601
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FIER

19 77 1 5

a. NUMBER

____ 75-1382
b. DATE 

ASSIGNED
Ytar

» 75
month

7
day

23
Leava
Blank

4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT

: Kentucky Heritage Commissiona. Applicant Nanw
b. Organization Unit
e. Straat/P.O. Box 
4. Clip
f. StaU

:
• 104 Bridge Street 
'Frankfort
'Kentucky

a. countir ; Franklin 
f. ZIP Coda: 40601

b. Contact Parson INama MrS. Efdred W. Melton 
dt teUphona No.) : (fiOfi) 504-6683_________________________

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO.

66-7-223-07-3NB

PRO
GRAM
(From
Federal
Catalog)

a. NUMBER ll 5 I* b 0 4 I
b. TITLE

Historic Preservation

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT

Washington Opera House Development Project
8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT

Replacement of stage curtain and valance, 
restoration of lobby, stage floor and meetingroom 
Source of non-federal match is private funds

A-Stata 
B-Interstata 
C-Substata 

District 
D-County 
E-Citp
F-School District 
G-Soecial Purpoaa District

H-Community Action Agency 
I- Higher Educational Institution 
J- Indian Tribe 
KrOther ISpeei/y)-.

EnUr appropriatt letter A

of the Maysyille Players, Inc.^ or tne naysyiij
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A-Basic Grant D-lnsuranco
B-Supplamontal Grant E-Other 
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Maysville
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50,000

12. TYPE OF APPLICATION 
A-New C-Revision E-Augmentation 
B-Renawal D-Continuation —•

Enter appropriate Utter \ I

13. PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 15. TYPE OF CHANGE (For ite or Jfe)

a. FEDERAL $ 7.500 .Ob' a. APPLICANT b. PROJECT A-Increasa Dollars F-Othar (Speci/y):
B-Deaease Dollars

b. APPLICANT 7. .500 .00 6 7 C-Increise Duration

a. STATE .00 16. PROJECT START
DATp Year month daySEE fg34

17. PROJECT'’“'^^"months
E-Cancallation

Enter appro- 
$niate Utttr(s)d. LOCAL .00

a. OTHER

f. TOTAL

.00

3 15. 000 .00
18. ESTIMATED DATE TO 

BE SUBMITTED TO 
FEDERAL AGENCY >

Year month day
19 77 3 15

19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER
21-76-00216-00

2a FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (IVante, City, State. ZIP code)

nf the Interinv - National Park Servicerippartmpnt ZIP 20240
21. REMARKS ADDED

i □ No
No r«- Beaponte
tponee attached

□ IS
□ □□ □

THE
APPLICANT
CERTIFIES
THAT^

a. To the best of my knowledge and belief, 
data in this preapplication/application are 
true and correct, the document has been 
duly authorized by the governing body of 
the applicant and the applicant will comply 
with the attached assurances it tha nsaiat- 
anco is approved.

b. If required by OMB Circular A-95 this application was submitted, pursuant to in- 
atructions therein, to appropriate clearinghouses and all responses are attached:

0) State Clearinghouse 
(2)
(3)_______

23.
CERTIFYING
REPRE
SENTATIVE

a. TYPED NAME AND TITLE
Mrs. Eldred W. Melton 
State Historic Preservation Offic

b. SIG

■a:, W
e. DATE SIGNED

Year month day

w 77 3 15
24. AGENCY NAME

Department of the Interior
25^ APPLK^- Year month day

RECEIVED 19 77 ^ 16

26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT

National Park Service
27. ADMlNiSTRATIVE OFFICE

firant.t? Adminl .<?trat'Irm THtr.

28. FEDERAL APPLICATION IDENTIFICATION

29. ADDRESS

18th & C Sts.. N.W. . Wa.shlnpton. n.r:. ?n?4n
30. FEDERAL GRANT IDENTIFICATION

21-76-00216-00
31. ACTION TAKEN 
^a. AWARDED

□ b. REJECTED
□ e. RETURNED FOR

AMENDMENT

□ d. DEFERRED
□ a. WITHDRAWN

32. FUNDING Year month day

33. ACTION DATE ► 19 77 4 1-3
34. Year month day
STARTING
date 19 77 4 13a. FEDERAL $ 3.650 .00

b. APPLICANT 3,650 .00 35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA- 
TION {Name and telephone number) 36. Year month day

ENDING
DATE 19 80 4 12e. STATE .00

d. LOCAL .00 Stephen D. Newman 
(202) 523-5472

37. REMARKS ADDED

□ Yes gNo
a. OTHER .00

f. TOTAL $ 7 3in .00
38.

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A-95 ACTION

a. In taking abo-rt action, any comments received from clearinghouses wers con- 
sidsred. II agency responst is dus under provisions oi Part 1, OMB Circular A-95, 
it has bean or is being madt.

b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL 
(JVama and telephone no.)

same as #35

424-101 ...........1 .I rtlej 1 e- _ n A STANDARD FORM 424 PAGE 1 (10-75)
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NAME^vs it atitaks iii-FRorKAL pxcisTriKs *^ashington Opera House 

■ OntTR t.’AIXS: . . . ■

LOCATIOiN; *ll6 W. 2nd St.
STRHUNUMEtn

OtY. lOWN
1/ Maysville

*1AI£ VICINITY QF
CONCRUiltIUNAl DISTRICT'Sjou'^A^Xf^
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■ ■ cor> ; -n’l^ In. n ,
jlA-A.

* n: 'In n'-'r-n '".2-1

■ ) (Ux^ QJiA.*JtCY^ I li jp n -„j'E ,rr

n coj'mo jno i:

001o 1 G't.. n "

" ni:nnc'o

significance:
y

■■■ 'yoo ■ u corin''6
-Vjr-4r .J.....

on'v^ni-noy rioond n ' I' ! if'.xm I.n-."’."rf'fjyiA

—ARCNEUIOUV fRCHISTORIC
^RCNCOlOGY HISTORIC —CONSERVATION
—MRiCUITURE 
inRCHIIECIURE - ^
—ART 
—COMMERCE 
—COMMUNICATIONS

Claims

ECONOMICS
^EDUCATION

•-CNC1NCCR1NC

..cxrionAnos
^mousrnf
«.JMVfN1lON

’’first’-’

.yntertalnncnt-j/

-lAw/Cov’t/politics -SCIENCE health ^
-liTERATune -.Ticaitn

U1..1AR. —rccro.1t IonlMUS.r -SOCIAl/NUMANITARIAN _SCttlcmcnt
RNU050R..y —SOClo/cilUur.ll

-Rniiosormy -T^NstonrAiiON —urb.in S, cop-mii
-miiics-csviRNMiNT L^HiR.sricFT, n6cor...ma

^O^TKiecJire'

I

YES NO ’^oldo.st’-’ YIX

planning

'*OHly’J YE3 NO



AKCIUTIXTUJ^AL style: fSfeVlvXi.

mchitocl/m .builder:

Iandscaj)o/-;ardcn designer* 

interior decorator;

engineer;
artist/artisan:
builder/contracfor;

EiiiNic group; 

names;
(label role 

appropriate date)

personal

events

institutional
■A

dates; _ DATE OF COKSTR'JCTIOII (Specific date or 1/4 of century)

DATE(S) OF "I-yuOR" ALTERATIONS: ‘

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICAI.’T DATE(S)i

source; 

acreage;

(OF NOMINATION) . PRIVATE STATS

OTHER FEDERAL ‘AGENCY:

(to nearest tenth of an

LOCAL, GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY

comments; (include architectural information here) Brick, ^stories, rectangular, flat roof,

front, center segmental-arched entrance portal surmounted by galvanized iron etttml n *- 
(L0r«0)<l. #

\ balustraded .balcony, roundel catA-decoradi^d-pedjiBeirt, Ist-story symmetrical sfee^'^fronts,
• . ■/'Ami- it-7/u

2nd^tory openings with glazed spandrels and failight;^ '^polychrom^'cliapered brick oh**- 

B©«»t«4--l9y carved and lettered frieze, modillion cornice, Tustireart-ed—oom-e^^s; restored.

_^«^unusual example of Second Renaissance Revival..r~i'^i*^ otat4

SIGNI I* 1 CA NC E»(maximuin two sentences)

. c>^^c


