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Couch Crossing, Kentucky
May 31, 1913
Dsar Josi-

Am home for a feow days before reporting for duty with the Navy
Juns llth. Joined up last week when the University agreed to give full credit
for this year's vork if you joined now. Have time on my hands to write so you
will recelve this intellectucl treat of this letter. o 5

Jos, you heove always said you were going to write a bock about this
plece und the county piecturing the psople just as they are., You aro not geing to
do ite I'1l rjres that you cen write and may be able to do better after you have
had more university .ork vhen you get out of the U, 8. Navy, if you sver do.

The re2:son you are not going to w?Fte this book 1s thet you havs not
livad here the century or more thut it requires to get the material torether snd
the llttle stories rnd nictories at hand. I have the material —— pessed cn to me

by my grandmother and unsny others but I cen not write and vou know 1t,

Qe Eo B - I write you a letter evar now and again and tell ¥ou

little things thet you 'rite in your book. You write ite I make & truthful ~oul

when it is written.

out of a liar,

I got heme yesterdsy. Came up to Brimstons on the train and rods over
with the Meilman in his Tin Lizzis. For the whole geven miles he regaled me with
storics, His nima is lals llivigen, the samo fellow who years spo fell under a train
and had both lere cut off just above the ankles. He wesrrs felse feot and doss remark—
ably well driving the cax,

fe told me about driving a drummer over the county last inler whsn it
was bitier cold. The drummer's feet ware always cold and when he rould ask lale if
his feet weren't cold he was amazed when he gut a No for en snswer. The érummer
stood 1t for tuo days and then went to a doetor with itching,'urning foet. Frostbite.
Fhen he got on the train to relurn to Leuisvills he proclaimed Hale sn iron men. No

ena kerg teld Vi- e Aiffevents [als thinks th 4 fg & »cadar? 7
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The town never looked so beeutiful as it does today. The old Locust tre
in front of our hougs are in full foliage but have even now begun to shed a fow of
their leaves as sll Locusts do from epring until £all, If I were not so tall and if
gha did not want to pet me, my grancmobther would have hed me out in front sweeping t
pidewelk this morninp. And I would have bsen gled to heve dea= it. I just can not 1
you how much you appreciate the place of your birth until you know you nay 22 leavirn
i{ for the last time. Today I would be happy to gweep her sideﬁaiké. o

Tnis morning I sat on the front porch and watched the people go by. Thi
va3 my lazy way of visiting with all of them, Somehow they will all come by the porc
and go halfway up tho street and then scross to the court houss. Incidentally the
sourt ouse yard looks beautiful sinco the county bought & lamnmower and quit the ol
hay cutting mower. Billy Gatewcod certainly keeps it nlce.

Homever what I see about the town and county that is so bsautiful, scmet
I dld not appreciste until I got away end could conpare, is its mornls and intestins
fortitude, its ability to stand on its owm foet both as a government and as individ
then I refer to morals I mean the individuals themselves.

I had & sort ¢f convention on the front porch before noon. Brother Poll
from tha Methodist, Brother Satchrell from the Baptist and Brothor Nutter from the
Campbellite Christien churches came to visit end talk with my father, who was out ir
county trying to sell fire insurance. The way I size it up my daddy kmows the troul
and problema, the l=ck of morals and backsliding of a large segment of the cégghnit;
ehen the preachsrs riz}or ra7 materiel to work on they convention with my father.
not to be defzatoed, 1 needed company so did my best to make them comfortable. And ¢
wore. They sat domn and tulked things over. I listened.

Morally I would say th: community is In excellent shaps. No one has ¢
ta either of the three preachers this yeer welling that scms young boy should do ri

uy his innoeent daughtsrs There has been no drunkeness they know of and there is o

one funily of a = "z end five children who are tuberculer and the huchind is having
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nerd tima. leeh church is doing its purt in helping this family end making a point

to sard 4 meaber of & diffsrent denomination each visit. The whole fumily neseds to be
put in a sanitsxiunm.

Jos, these preachers hava & naw glmalek which you, being interested in
educstion, might like Lo know sbout. They visit each of thelr church members home
txice = yesr bub insted of going for a big dinnsr to the homes of those with school
paing children, these preachers czll aftor 7:30 P. . during the weék; n;ticé”;hether
the ohildren ars doing their gchool = rk, and if so, pay attention to the children and
Yguvs bhem with the impression they are much interssted 1n their prograss. Good ideal
“hien the rreachaers left I sighed. It was tae longest tim= I have Eﬂpt my
moutn shut and stifled my opinton in years. Dut groving up has taught me at the ripe
0ld agr of uninsteen that people in smell towns remember what you say for & long, long
tinz. You tsc, Joe, remomber that for they will remenber whot you write much lenger,

Ly greadaother oat to the benl: this afternoon and by recuest I acecmpanied
kor. She c¢id not need se for asything but she 1s & li.dy of the old school of ®"befo
the tzh" and such & lady nust be cscorted. Desldes she 1s proud of her grandson, much
proudsr than thab grandson dessrves.

Joe, it is two hundred feet from our house to tho bank, The block facing
the court houae is three hundred faet‘:;d we have 150 feet of 1t, then comas the barber
shop, then the drug ster: =nd then the bank, I followed elong slightly behind ny grencd-
notaer as s': walked np the street. Ap I walked along I relived the 19 ye&rs of iy
1ife und in retrovsect ths 110 years our family has lived on that one spot fronting the
sublic squere upon which the courthouse vas built.

To explain zhat ewused me to relive those years, Jos, I will have to remind
you that my grandzother has never, nev.r changod the styls of the skirt she weers, It

barcly ccres above the toe of her shoes in front and it hes & train in the'back that

swasps the grounds I havo watched thst truln pweep elong ever since I ean rememb:T,

In 1504 1 was peat soven yesrs old but my grandmother haa to s2e the



Loulslans Purchess Exposition in Ste Louls so she took we plonge MNow don't get things
wrong, Joe, the Loulsiana Purchase wos made in 1803 dbut somebow St. Louls did not gst
tueir exposition off the ground untll 1904. Grandma and I went. I remember it well.

I even remcmber thc.night ride frem Loulsville to St. Louis on the traine I
wss & blg strapping boy for seven and my grandnoth=r and the conductor elmost came to
bloss becsuse he seid I looked over twelve %o him and ghould heve & full fare ticket.

Ve gtoyed at a house or Windsor Place in St. Loulsg, =—m dumpy'néiéhborﬁééd
now but it wasn't then, —— and we .ent to Lhe "Fair",ws called it, every day., It
was on thess dally trips thet I discovered my grandmothor's skirt traind and was

introduced to deviled ham in canse She would buy a can every day &na make us sandwiches

for the mid-dey menl she culled & cnacks But ths traln .

They hed a long exhibitlon street there they called the Pike. Every day after
tnn “irst visit I yelled to go dowm the Plke. snd aftsr th- second trip I got my wish.
I hed pade friends with an Arsb and hls camel. Grundma gave w2 a ride the flrst day
all by myself. Boys end girls saw me and they were stunding in line to teke & ride when
I got offs The Second day the Arab gave me the rids free and told my prandmothar to
bring mc back ct the same tins the next day. Theroafter I wss his Tghill™ and aftor
lunch my grandmothor would start down the Pike with her train kicking up dust with me
bshind her, That's the first but not the lset time I remember the train.

#y next encountor with her trains wue on & trip to Monroe, Indlana from which
most supplies wele hauled by ecovered wagon To here. This winter the Ohlio was frozen
sver so my grendmother and I went dovn in the covered wagon with Lynn Ballaey driving.

At Temnyson we crogsed ov-r the river ice on a path well marked out for wagong. Toen
we left Lynn my grandmother told him she had somu cerpeting to buy eand would go back
with hlm the next doy. He told my grandmol. T o thought that the ice was going to
bresk up and he would not come back the next d.y. Then she sald she would walk across
the ice to Tenoyson and meot him there. {1 5 ice dld break up the next day and she and I

CH

started out to walk it. Vo began to welk eway up the river from Tennygon.



vhea wva started ohe told me to welk behind her emd-h=¥~ TWe would gel on

e lurpe cake and walk on it toward the Kentucky shore until 1t hit another lurge

calks and we would tranafer to that one. Finally the cakes cume up to the dike that
~an out in the river downstream from Temnyuon and when we hit 1t we clizbed up.

Soms msn in a jolt wagon saw us from the shore and drove out on the dike and plcked
us upe &y grandiother's skirt treln was souking wet whsere it had gyopt elong the
fen. But we met Lymn sho got in the back of thy covered wegoa, took off her gkirt
and wrung it out and hung it outside the wegon and it was dry vefore we raach;d homs.

Now don't lat any question of my grandsothers modasty disturb you. Her shirts
wera nade for all osce.aionsg,. ¥hen sho ook off th: broasdeloth skirt vith the irain she

sti1l had four or five other undorskirts oo hel. |

Joc, Yo not deceived. JLhese two instances in my life depict my grendmother's
sidrt trainc stir-ing up trouble. Sucli was not slwcyn lho caic.

Until I wag eluost out of common selicol wo had & hundred end fifty feet of
cidevalk in front o cur house made of flat stones brought Irom tac creek. Sevenby fivs
years of footsiep weer hed worn them smooth but Locust trocs were alanted on the edge
of the walk botwsen thez walk ead bhe 3ig Toad. No goonor did they shoed their scented,
shite bleseoms than they bogsn te shed their lsaves. I liad to E;éﬁf}ﬁﬂat walk now and
sgain ang thu leaves gob 111 botveen tho stones und were Hell to gel ouk. However when
my grandmother would welk up to the bank she .ould sweep those leaves to the surface
on ono side and if I could man-ge to me-t her and walic bact witn hor and Xeep her on
tan othoy eide I  ould hzve my work walf douv. Protty saart for 2 young'un, £h?

My father came in & 1ittle vhile apo end I heard hia tell my grandmetlier he
was going to the past office nd would bs bick directly and for her to tell me to got

(=3

ready for supper., I'll stop this wnd toke it up later and surprize hore I'11 geol ready

befors che tells me. Inat woen't .ake her happye She has alw:ye hsated for me to do any-

thing without being tola. She likes to think ghe rune the orks. ©She dous.



June 1, 1918
Joe, I really stuck my neck out last night at the supper table, ——— I
told my father and grandmother about the arrangement I was making with you and
tho letters I wap intending to write.
Wy father's comment was that I hed better be doing something useful, at
the leest, something thet would contribute to the war effort. When he said it

mattered 1ittlse rhat our ancestors did in the past, it was what I did, he was

~

then waving the rad flag in front of my grandmother.

Her comment, she nad gone through one real war, the War, and she did not
want to hear about war, And that she thought it a fine thing for me to "put
down" what ocur people did around here. She reuinded him that he had often quated
pome famous mun &8 paying that if you were not proud of your ancestors you would
not bs proud of your posterity. Sounds like Burke.

She did outline a lot of facts that I must tell you. The fact that my
great-great-grandfather made a trip with the Jirst surveying party through thie
country and direct through this spot on May 24, 1774. I will get thst from her

later in detall,
Then she wants me to tell how they received the U. S, Mall when she was

a little girl. And she wants me to tell about how they alsost hung a weman,
Delie Vebster, in the court house yard, right in front of this house, when ghe
nas thirte:n years old.

Che suys Uncle Jess can deacribe the horror of it better than :he can
becsuse Uncle Jess went oubt in town and she had to stay;in the house, I will
talk to Uncle Je = later and get his gory story. Icu remember him, he 1s the
only survivor of the forty slaves when had when the war ended. I should not say
slaves as they were all free but wouldn't leave the "free" bLed and board to pgo
off up "therae."

Before I pet into these old {acts I would like to describe tha town as
1t looks on this daye. "What is so rere as a day in June. ' This one will stand
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