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pefs (A) Ur, Matthew Humé, a former slave
' Yy, Hume had many 1ntoroptin¢ expepiences to tell concerning ghe part
savery had played in his family, On the whole thoyA were fortunate im
paving & good master who would not keep an overseer who v}ﬁppod his "blacks®,
| His father, Iuke Hume, lived in Trimble County XKsntucky and was V
allowed to raise for himself one acre of tobacco, one acre of corn, garden
stutf, chickens and have the milk snd butter from ons cow, He was advised
to save his money by the overseer, but always drank it up., On this plam=
tation all the slaves were free fm’(éawrdaw noon untn. Monday morning
and on Christmas and the Tourt'h of July, A majority of them would go to
Bedford or Milton and drink, gamble and fight. On the meighboring fam the
slaves were treated cmqily. ¥r, Hume had a brother-in-law, Steve Lewis,
sho carried marks on his back, TFor years he had a sore that would not heal
vhers his master had struck him with a blaokﬁinko whip.

Three good overseers were Jake Mack and Mr, Crafton, Mr, Dsniel Payne
vas the owner who asked his people to report any mistreatment t::i;:.wﬂo
sxpected obediense however.

‘ Yhen Mr, ‘Hume was a‘ma.u boy he was placed in the fields to hoe,

He also wated a nqv hxplment. ~Ho was so small he was unabid to keep near
enocugh to the men a.nd boys to hear what they were ¥ixing about, he rm‘bor
¢d bringing up tho roar ons day, when he saw a large rock he oarmn:
tovered it with 4airt, then came dovn hard on it breaking hh heo. He
‘=isged a whipping and rocoind a new tool to replace the old ons, aft er
this he could Xkeep near omsh to hear what the other workers were tauinc
.l‘&sut.

Anothor of his dutiu was to go for the cattle, he had to walk around
s, rua aboul squn. 'but was pomhtod to come buk throu@. ‘the rields
"’mat & quarter of & nuo. 'Oné afternoon his mistress told him t o bru;
Eluadotvouﬂmnh cm in, In the m!tmﬂu wotutom
?ehndm varzy the wood frem the fields. Vhen he cmis wp he sai his
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Agtress was sangry this peeved hin, so f.ha.t he stalked into the hall and

slszmed his wood into the box, About this time his mistress shpyed hin inte
, mall closet and locked the door, He made euch & howl § hat he brought
s mother snd father to the rescus snd was soon released from his prison,
As soom as the children were old ensugh they were plased in the fields
%o prepare the ground for sotting tobacco plants, This was & very ,oénpn-
sated procedure, The ground was made into hills, oach requiring sbout four
fost of soil. The child had to get all the clods broken fine, m«g" place
his foot in the center and leave his track, The plant s wers to be sot ous
in the centoxr and woe to t.h'o youngster m had failed to pulyarizo his hill,
After one plowing the tobacco was hand tended, It was long green and
divided inte two grades. It was prossed by being placed in large hogsheads
and weighted down., Ome one occasion they were told their ﬁbwco was 2o
caten up that the worms were sitting on the fence waiting for the leaves to
grov but nevertheless in soms mauner his master hid the delects and received
the best pries paid in thicmity.
~ The niotr;sl ona noighboring plantation was & devout (atholic, and
had all the children come each Sundsy sfter-noon to study the catechism aud
repoat the Loxd'a Wer. ghe was not very muccessful in training them in
the Catholic faith as when they grew up most of them wore eithor Bapt ists
or l!athad:lutlo Ifx. Fume m‘. iha did & lot of geod in loadsns theam to Chrisl
mm ua not lura m& ef tho _catechicm as he only attended for ¢ he
h-nt. Mm the nexvtce they ‘alvays had eandy or a mp of azgu-,
a the Proston plaoo therq was a dbig -trapping negzo of daht ean m
a svorzoer attmeea to mp rceeivine tho ‘woreh of it.  Ha thm mt to .
e, 'tma'n amyr and ackod for. holp Wu$ wes told ha would nave. o seek 20
= for help. nun: ooxe om "o fwnd to assiote . &uth vag tied to &
) éad‘ -mxolz mtes. thnn thoy,‘mrp nﬁud to, unth hin. vhen the onn
't > ﬂm mﬁaud up uﬂ lonmm‘l the xopes, Todth aeked hin as hsrd-
*emuaa ranto mrma ntatgm@us!ngtorem samucooo
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helper here shere he received kind treatment,

A bad oversesr was discharged once by Mr, Payne because of his oruelty
to Mr, Iuke Hume, The cornorid was a tiny affair where a man had to olimd
@ one leg at a tims, one mornming just as Mr. Bume's father was, climbing
mt vith his feed, he was struck over the head with a large club, the mext
porning he dbroke the scoop off u iron shovel ohd :utonod the iron handle
to his body. This time he swung himgelf from. the door of the oribd and
seeing the overseor hiding to strik him he threw his bar, which made a
yound on the man's kead which d1d not kmock him out, Ad soon as Mr., Payns
Bnsard of the disturbance the overseer was discharged and Mr, Mack placed
{a charge of the slaves,

One way of exaoting obedience was to threaten to send offenders South
to vork in the fields, The slaves arcund Lexington, Kentucky, came out
head on one occasion. The collector was Shrader, He had the slaves hand-
cuffed to a large log chain and forced on a flat boat, There were s0 Rany
that the boat was grounded, so soms of tim slaves wéro released to W‘lh
the voat off, . ’Anong the "blacks" was oﬁo who could read and write, Before
firader could q=fin them up again, he was seixzed and chained, taken to below
Kaphis Tennessee and forced to work in the cotton fields until he was able
to get word fren Richmond identifying hin, In the meantime the educated
R23¥0 issued freedom pspcr- to his companions. Many of thea cams back to.
!Axlngton Xentuoky vhoro thcy were employed.

e, Bme thoug to Easnoipatien Proclmnstion was the grestest work
&.tt Ebrshaa uncoln evor did. The eo).orod pecple on his plemt atiou did
Ent haru of it untn tho ronowtng Augv.-t. Then n. m nnd his uu
E-?fomd to let tha livo on their ground vith conditions lhuu' to our
mﬁu wystem, givina s share of the erop, Thay rumimd here until Jam,
iﬂ.@cb vhen they mma the ohie. n Hadigons They m a cow whteh had
: :gim then Defore the Rasnoipaticn Proclemation was Lsgied ut thais
stmwm nm.; 80 thsy cems to Ind, houaless, frieadlens sud
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¥r. Bume and his aged wife have been married 62 years and resided in
the same community for 55 years where they are highly respected by all their

psighborse

He could not understand the attitude of his race who preferred to
remain in slavery receiving only food and shelter, rather than to Ve free
citizens where they could have the right to develop their individualimm, (A)



